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/ Welcome! /

Welcome!

This document explains a bit more about the font Aradia (Ariadia), developped by Merlin’s Software, Beltane 1999. Also how to install it, what is in it, trouble shooting, legalese, using it in normal text, and so on. At the end of this document you’ll find keyboard layouts. Please read the legalese too!



I have a confession to make. I never liked the Theban script. Doreen Valiente says that “... this is the favourite magical alphabet of the witches...” (ABC of Witchcraft, Hale 1996, p.5), but the angularity, the funny un-esthetic lines and the similarity between some characters have always been reasons for me not to use it very often. In appearance the original Theban is very much like a medieval magical script. For some people this may be an added attraction. For me, it conflicted with the beauty that I have found in the Craft.



And then I came across a font with the Tolkien letters. I always liked Tolkien - the stories, the novels, the music and the language, and I kept a diary in one of the Tolkien scripts for quite some time. So I wondered: would it be possible to stylise the original Theban and make it look a bit nicer?



Well, that certainly proved possible, although some people who can actually read the original Theban fluently may find that the script is stylised a bit too much. I tried to keep as many of the original distinctive characteristics of each letter. I also added some new letters, to wit the “J”, the “U” and the “W”. For punctuation I drew upon the Tolkien lettering, for example the full stop . which is three dots, and I used similar ideas for the exclamation mark ! and question mark ?.



At the end of this document you’ll find a full keyboard layout. This is very handy for all the symbols, many of which are special to the Wicca. Below that is an overview where Theban characters with similar appearance are grouped together. It may prove to be helpful when trying to learn to read the script.

The History of Theban

The Theban Alpabet is already a very old magical alphabet. As far as I have been able to find out, it was first printed by Henry Cornelius Agrippa, “counseller to Charles the Fifth” in his book “Occult Philosophy”, of which the translation into English from Latin was printed in 1651. Our own copy of said book, printed by the Aquarian Press in 1971, doesn’t contain the plate with Theban, but Geoffrey James refers to it in his article “Evocation Talismans and Magickal Alphabets” in Gnostica 46 (Volume 5 no. 10), June 1978, p.30. Janet & Stewart Farrar also give the Theban alphabet in “Spells and how they work” (Robert Hale, London, 1990, p. 176). Unfortunately, somebody thought the “J” existed and consequently quite a few of the letters are wrongly labelled. Doreen Valiente gives the Theban alphabet in a facsimile print of a page of “The Magus” by Francis Barrett in her book “An ABC of Witchcraft Past and Present” on page 3. This page can be found on page 67 of Francis Barrett “The Magus or Celestial Intelligencer; being a Complete System of Occult Philosophy”. This book was originally printed in London in 1801, our own copy is a facsimile printed by University Books, 1967. The Theban Alphabet carries the title “The Mysterious Characters of Letters deliver’d by Honorious call’d the Theban Alphabet”. 
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What else is in this font?

Under the tilde “~” you’ll find a portrait of Gardner, which was taken from one of his photographs from a book. Under the slash you’ll find a Gardnerian ‘coat of arms’ - just something I dreamed up, so you don’t have to like it... You’ll find Bell, Book and Candle (from WingDings), roses, degree symbols, Athame, Wand, Chalice, Drinking Horn, Incense, Cords, Circle, and much more. Beyond character 127 you will find a multitude of astrological symbols, a few of which are used in the Craft as well. For example sign for the Sun can be used for the Circle, etc. And at position 255 (hold down the Alt-key and type 0255 on the numeric keypad) you’ll find the Merlin’s Software coat of arms, as displayed at the top of this document.

How to install the font

First, unzip the file Aradia.ZIP and copy the files to a directory of your choice. Then select the Start button, Configuration, Configuration screen, Fonts. In the fonts window, select File, Install new font. Find the directory with Aradia.ttf. Select Aradia (True Type) and press OK.

Once the font is installed, you can view this document and the Theban lettering should be visible on screen. Next, print out the reference page for easy reference.

How to use the font

Assuming you use Word, you can simply select Aradia from the toolbar and start typing. You can also convert typed text into Theban by marking the text, and selecting Aradia. You should check the text though - quite a few punctuation characters are symbols. There is no difference between capitals and lower case text in the Theban section of the font.

How to insert symbols in normal text

This section assumes you have Word. I use Word 6.0. Other word processors should have similar features. 



Manually

For inserting just a single symbol very occasionally, select Insert, Symbol from the Word menu, and select Aradia in the dialog box that appears. You can now visually select a symbol to insert into your text. This is the easiest method, but for frequent use it gets a bit cumbersome.



Using macro’s 

You can also create a macro, for example Alt-A, that will change the current word into the Aradia font. Provided you know which letter is a given symbol in the Aradia font, this will work quite quickly. It has the added advantage that the current font size, bold, italic and so on are kept - something that can’t be accomplished with the Autocorrection method.

You can make a simple macro yourself. Start recording the macro, use Ctrl-Left and Shift-Ctrl-Right to select the current word, and select the Aradia font. Stop recording the macro.



If you are adventurous, you can create a more advanced macro. Below is the code I use. This macro will change the current word to the Aradia font, or the current selection if there already is a selection. If the font is already Aradia, it will find the font that is used after the bit in the Aradia font, and change the current word or the current selection to that font.



Please note: I have a Dutch version of Word, so the statements are guesses at the translation! Some nimno decided that translating the macro language was a good idea...



Sub MAIN

b = GetSelStartPos()

e = GetSelEndPos()

‘No selection? Then select the current word

If e <= b Then WordLeft 1: WordRight 1, 1	

‘Font name is not Aradia, then make it so

If FontName$() <> "Aradia" Then

	FontName "Aradia"

Else

	‘Remember the current position

	BookMarkEdit .Name = "mem", .Add

	‘Find the end of the text in the Aradia font

	CurrentFontSelect

	‘Go to the first character in the normal font

	CharRight 2

	‘Remember that font name

	a$ = FontName$()

	‘Go back to your original position, and delete the bookmark

	BookMarkEdit .Name = "mem", .GoTo

	BookMarkEdit .Name = "mem", .Delete

	‘Change the font name

	FontName a$

End If

End Sub



Autocorrection

If you want to insert symbols on a regular basis with just a few keystrokes, you can use the Autocorrect feature to accomplish this. Contrary to using a macro, this option only works with one fixed font size. This is how to define a word for autocorrection:

Insert the wanted symbol from Aradia in the text in the correct size, highlight it and copy it.

Decide on a letter-combination which the Autocorrect function should recognise for this symbol. 

Select Extra, Autocorrection from the menu. Select the “Formatted text” radio button - the symbol you copied should now be visible in the Aradia font and the current font size. Type the letter-combination you selected, and press Add, and then OK.

For copying the wanted symbol, you can use the keyboard layout at the end of this document, provided you change the font size to your normal typing size first.

The letter combination you select for the symbol should be something that you won’t type normally, and that is as short as possible. In the pre-historic computer days text editors used the full stop as a “command” character if a sentence or word started with it. You could do the same: use .1 for first degree, .2 for second, .S for the scourge and so on. Since you normally never type a full stop without a trailing space, this is an easy method. Instead of the full stop you could select another character, such as the tilde, the caret etc.

Printing big symbols for decoration or needlework

You can print big symbols, for example to use a symbol as a template for embroidery in order to decorate your gown or an altar cloth or banner. Simply put one symbol on screen, change the font size to something like 700 points so that it fills an A4 sheet (or whatever size you need), and print it. If you put the printout underneath a sheet with a grid for cross-stiching and hold it against the light, you can easily create a pattern to use. You can also copy the outlines in pencil or use carbon paper and proceed with whatever creative work you have in hand.

Be aware...

Please note that if you pass on an electronic document (via e-mail, floppy etc.) and the recipient does not have Aradia installed, the document is completely legible because a normal (“legible”) font will be chosen by Windows as a replacement for Aradia. And your symbols are lost, they become brackets and so on. You can always save a document with the Aradia font enclosed in it. Select File, Save As, Options, and click on Enclose true type font. The recipient will then see the Theban lettering.

If you receive a document and you do have Aradia installed, but you want to read the document quickly, simply highlight the text and select the Arial font.

So the only safe way to pass on documents using Aradia is to give someone else printed sheets!! This ensures that only people who know Theban, or have Aradia themselves for reference, can read the contents.

Copyright, disclaimer and legalese

The font Aradia.TTF and this associated document Aradia.DOC are copyright © Merlin’s Software 1999. 

The font is provided “as is” without any warranties of any kind (see Technicalities below). Merlin’s Software shall not be held liable for any damages resulting from the use of this software.

The font is hereby placed in the public domain and can be used free of charge by the Craft community worldwide, both for private use and in non-profit publications and magazines etc. 

When the font is used in commercial publications (books etc.), due credit must be given by including the following line in the credits section or colofon: The font “Aradia” is © Merlin’s Software 1999.

Individuals can freely copy the .TTF and .DOC files and give them to friends and other initiates, provided both files are passed on unaltered. 

The Aradia.TTF font file may not be sold at all, it may not be included in any font collection, and in general it may not be part of any commercial product without prior approval from Merlin’s Software.

Technicalities

The font was produced using FontLab 2.5, a Russian program from SoftUnion, published in the US by Pyrus North America Ltd. The program is extremely versatile and advanced (I still haven’t figured out some parts of it...), and certainly the best available true type creation program under $ 1000. 

The symbols are sans-serif types, compatible with the Windows Arial font in style. The Theban lettering is considered ‘decorative’ in font lingo.



Sometimes, the fonts that are produced by FontLab have faults in them. A TTF font is basically a collection of instructions in a type of mini-programming language, which describe all the curves and how they should be rendered at various resolutions. This rendering process involves a lot of calculations, all done by Windows and the true type engine, and in some cases weird things may happen, for example you don’t get the symbol you tried to type but a blank or a square, or Windows is substituting another font alltogether. In rare cases a program may crash.



In some cases, your keyboard letters may not “map” to the correct letter in the font. For example, I have set my Word settings to change normal straight apostophe’s to left and right apostrophe’s, and quotations marks to left and right quotation marks as well. This means that I do not get the characters specified in the keyboard layout, but some astrological symbol. If something like this happens, use the Insert Symbol option of your program, or use Windows’ CharMap.EXE program to select the correct symbol. This is not a fault in the Aradia font.



If you have any other problems with the font, see if re-booting solves the problem. If not, see if removing it, re-installing it and re-booting afterwards solves the problem. If it still doesn’t, please get in touch and explain the problem - maybe we can solve it if the problem seems to be due to a particular character.





Blessed Be!

Merlin, Beltane 1999.



�k	e	y	b	o	a	r	d	 	l	a	y	o	u	t

	K	e	y	b	o	a	r	d	 	l	a	y	o	u	t



	~	!	@	#	$	%	^	&	*	(	)	_	+	|

	~	!	@	#	$	%	^	&	*	(	)	_	+	|

	`	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	0	-	=	\ 

	`	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	0	-	=	\

	q	w	e	r	t	y	u	i	o	p	{	}	[	]

	Q	W	E	R	T	Y	U	I	O	P	{	}	[	]

	A	S	D	F	G	H	J	K	L	:	(	;	(

	A	S	D	F	G	H	J	K	L	:	”	;	’

	Z	X	C	V	B	N	M	<	>	?	,	.	/

	Z	X	C	V	B	N	M	<	>	?	,	.	/



 Character similarity (some letters are listed more than once):

	a	g	i	j	u	x

	a	g	i	j	u	x

	d	k	o	p	r	t	y	z

	d	k	o	p	r	t	y	z

	e	m	s	x

	e	m	s	x

	a	c	f	g	h	l	n

	a	c	f	g	h	l	n

	b	q	v	w

	b	q	v	w

�Astrological symbols

To use any of these symbols, hold down the Alt-key, type the number with the leading zero (shown under the symbol) on the numeric keypad, and let go of the Alt-key. Those symbols which are of interest to the Craft are shown in red. The rest are astrological symbols, and there are also a few positions which were used to try out things (so called “doodle space”!)

							~	�	€	�

		 	 	 	 	 	 0126	 0127	 0128	 0129

	‚	ƒ	„	…	†	‡	ˆ	‰	Š	‹

	0130	 0131	 0132	 0133	 0134	 0135	 0136	 0137	 0138	 0139

	Œ	�	Ž	�	�	‘	’	“	”	•

	0140	 0141	 0142	 0143	 0144	 0145	 0146	 0147	 0148	 0149

	–	—	˜	™	š	›	œ	�	ž	Ÿ

	0150	 0151	 0152	 0153	 0154	 0155	 0156	 0157	 0158	 0159

		¡	¢	£	¤	¥	¦	§	¨	©

	0160	 0161	 0162	 0163	 0164	 0165	 0166	 0167	 0168	 0169

	ª	«	¬	­	®	¯	°	±	²	³

	0170	 0171	 0172	 0173	 0174	 0175	 0176	 0177	 0178	 0179

	´	µ	¶	·	¸	¹	º	»	¼	½

	0180	 0181	 0182	 0183	 0184	 0185	 0186	 0187	 0188	 0189

	¾	¿	À	Á	Â	Ã	Ä	Å	Æ	Ç

	0190	 0191	 0192	 0193	 0194	 0195	 0196	 0197	 0198	 0199

	È	É	Ê	Ë	Ì	Í	Î	Ï	Ð	Ñ

	0200	 0201	 0202	 0203	 0204	 0205	 0206	 0207	 0208	 0209

	Ò	Ó	Ô	Õ	Ö	×	Ø	Ù	Ú	Û

	0210	 0211	 0212	 0213	 0214	 0215	 0216	 0217	 0218	 0219

	Ü	Ý	Þ	ß	à	á	â	ã	ä	å

	0220	 0221	 0222	 0223	 0224	 0225	 0226	 0227	 0228	 0229

	æ	ç	è	é	ê	ë	ì	í	î	ï

	0230	 0231	 0232	 0233	 0234	 0235	 0236	 0237	 0238	 0239

	ð	ñ	ò	ó	ô	õ	ö	÷	ø	ù	

	0240	 0241	 0242	 0243	 0244	 0245	 0246	 0247	 0248	 0249	

	ú	û	ü	ý	þ	ÿ	

	0250	 0251	 0252	 0253	 0254	 0255


